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SHOW ME NEWS

The SHOW ME NEWS is the monthly newsletter of Southwest Missouri Detachment #993
of the Marine Corps League (SWMO Det #993, MCL) and is sent free of charge to all
current members. Opinions expressed herein are of the writers and are not to be
construed as representations of the Marine Corps League or of Detachment #993 official
policy.
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James Shaeffer has received official
word that we now have a new Young
Marines Unit here in Springfield.
James has made arrangements to pick
up all the equipment from the past
Commander and will be recruiting
trainees soon. Good job James we are
all behind you.

From the Commandant I will be back for the meeting Feb 11",
We will have a special guest at our

meeting, Department Commandant
Dan Ferrell. Lets all welcome Dan to
Springfield.

" m leaving for r:ilﬁénksl\{loOSrr.n Vice {"oyn gp%alrrs ?orI !

the morning. She was the mother of o . .
. . filling in for me and getting things
two Marines and the wife of an Army . !
done while I was traveling back and

combat engineer. With 5 children 14 . : .
Grandchildren and 25 Great Garand- i(/){rtrlilto Wisconsin to be with my
kids she will be missed by many of us. om.

I would like to thank everyone for
your prayers and concerns.

CONGRATULATIONS are in order ~ >€MPer Fi.
for Lt. Col. Shannon Johnson. That

promotion from Major to Lt Col. was Bill Webb
well deserved. Commandant Det. 993

As most of you know, our guys from

3/24 will be home soon. We should

pl an to welcome them home. Let’ s
work on that at the Feb. meeting.

-

Mailing address: SWMO Det #993 Marine Corps League, 4319 South National #313 , Springfield, MO 65810-2607 /
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CHAPLAIN REPORT

Chaplain Ray Glynn reports the following local Fallen Ma-
rines and Navy during the month of JANUARY 2010. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to the families of:

4

1/1 James D. Coughlin; 86; US Navy WW II; Springfield Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor
team assisting Navy on 1/6.

1/10 David Holliday; 77; US Navy Korea; Springfield Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor team
assisting Navy on 1/13.

1/10 Earle Long; 82; US Navy; Joplin Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting Navy
on 1/14.

1/12 Guy Etter; 84; US Navy WW II; Bolivar Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor team assist-
ing Navy on 1/15.

1/16 Samuel F. Turner; 76; US Marine Corps Korea; Springfield Missouri; Certificate presented
and final tribute paid by Honor team assisting I & I Staff on 1/19.

1/17 John P. Bauer; 62; US Marine Corps Viet Nam; Springfield Missouri; Certificate presented
and final tribute paid by Honor team assisting I & I Staff on 1/21.

1/15 James E. Chaffin; 88; US Marine Corps WW II; Nixa Missouri; Laid to rest Hopedale
Cemetery on 1/19. No League involvement.

1/21 Jack G. Harmon; 82; US Navy WW II; Springfield Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor
team assisting Navy on 1/25.

1/22 Cecil 1. Reeser; 82; US Navy WW II; Rogersville Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor
team assisting Navy on 1/25.

1/24 Leslie June Goodman; 73; US Marine Corps Korea; Springfield Missouri; Certificate pre-
sented and final tribute paid by Honor team assisting [ & I Staff on 1/27.

1/25 Boyd Ballard; 77; US Navy; Sarcoxie Missouri; Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting
Navy on 1/29

No matter the climate, our Memorial Team is there!!
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Detachment Events Calendar

February 11

Detachment Meeting at VFW 3404
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield

1900 hrs, 1800 hrs for Social Hour
Contact: Commandant Webb

Phone: (417) 773-5087

February 27

Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 34
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield

0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast

All members welcome to attend

Contact: Commandant Webb

Phone: (417)773-5087

March 02

Mt Vernonos
1200 hrs

Contact: Chaplain Ray Glynn
Phone:(417)890-9912

March 11

Detachment Meeting at VFW 3404
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield

1900 hrs, 1800 hrs for Social Hour
Contact: Commandant Webb

Phone: (417) 773-5087

March 27

Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 34
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield

0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast

All members welcome to attend

Contact: Commandant Webb

Phone: (417)773-5087

Check the website for an updated
Calendar of Events

April 03

Mt Vernonos
1200 hrs

Contact: Chaplain Ray Glynn
Phone:(417)890-9912

April 08

Detachment Meeting at VFW 3404
Hkl36 East Atlantic, Springfield

1900 hrs, 1800 hrs for Social Hour
Contact: Commandant Webb

Phone: (417) 773-5087

April 17
Poolee Function @ Camp Clark
Nevada, MO

Vet er a pPeinipigepmae vi st

April 23, 1900 Hours

Detachment Memorial Service and Pot Luck Dint
Springhill Baptist Church

7370 North Farm Road 159

Springfield, MO 65803

Contact: Cass Schreib

Phone:(417) 833-8321

April 24

Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 3404
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield

0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast

J,éll members welcome to attend

Contact: Commandant Webb

Phone: (417)773-5087
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DETACHMENT 993 MEETING MINUTES

MEETING MINUTES
DETACHMENT 993, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, SPINGFIELD, MISSOURI
14 January 2010

OFFICERS PRESENT:

BILL WEBB, COMMANDANT, PRESIDING, SR. V. COMMANDANT, JOE HESSLER, PAYMASTER, RAY DEES
CHAPLAIN, RAY GLYNN, SGT. AT ARMS, DON BURCHELL, JUDGE ADVOCATE, RICHARD SZCZUCKI
ADJUTANT, CARL PYPER (SUBSTITUTING FOR EDDIE FLORES)

1900 MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CMNDNT WEBB, WITH 29 MEMBERS PRESENT.

Don Burchell and Ray Gynn conducted the opening ceremony with Pledge and prayer.

Cmndnt Webb officially excused Sr. V. Cmndnt Tom Spears and Adjutant Eddie Flores from the meeting.

Cmndnt Webb called on John Lorraine (a visitor) to introduce and tell aobut himself; USMC, Vietnam/1970-71, 0231. Just now
retiring from lengthy career as a Union Pacific police officer. He and his wife are now establishing residence in Ash Grove.

MI NUTES OF THE LAST MEETI NG: Suspended in |light of FIlo
PAYMASTER REPORT: Written report submitted for the records along with comments. Det. 993 is $6,000.00 ahead of last year.
(I asked Pymstr Dees to email report directly to Adj. Flores). Cmndnt Webb noted that most of the fundraising is done by Det. 993
Memorial Team.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS GAME: Cmndnt Webb announced that a color guard from 3/24 would be presenting the colors at the
Cardinals game on Sunday evening of 1 April; encourages members to form a group, rent a bus and go to the game. Tickets are
$15.00 (regular $24.00)...good fellowship, good time. One thousand tickets available. Broadcast via ESPN.

CHAPLAI NS REPORT: Chpln Glynn requested more members
now regular participants.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE: No report.

BUDGET COMMITTEE: Cmndnt Webb stated that he had appointed a budget committee in the past, but finds no list of members
in the minutes or his memory. Need a budget committee to make recommendations to membership as to use of funds. Asked for
anyone who had been appointed to stand and be recognized. No response. Volunteers were requested to serve with Ray Dees as
head of the committee. Richard Szczucki, Mike Gollub, and Nolan Moody.

MEMORIAL TEAM: Chpln Glynn continued his appeal, and added that, in light of expected upcoming demands for color guards to
perform at public events, he would like to form up more than one unit. Several members indicated their interest.

BINGO: Jr. V. Cmndnt encouraged members to rethink about supporting a bingo fundraising program.

DEPT. OF MISSOURI CONVENTION: Cmndnt Webb encouraged everyone to attend the upcoming state convention...lots of fun
and fellowship.

DEPT. OF MISSOURI MEETING: Cmndnt Webb attended and brought back several awards...Ted Luedke, Meritorious Recogni-
tion; Det. Member ship award for increasing membership
WEAPONS COMPANY 3/4: Will be coming home one month early. Informal speculative comments were made around the room
along the I ines of “Army of Occupation” duties ar e dfter
not bothering to “take names.”

NEW BUSINESS.

FUNDRAISING: Cmndnt Webb suggested a raffle for a pistol. Richard Szczucki was prepared with ideas, and volunteered to head
a research/action committee. Cmndnt approved the same, with Mike Gouan, Joe Hessler, and himself serving under R.S.

FRAMI NG OF JAMES WILSON'S AFGAN: Request for direction
Don Burchell seconded.

NOLAN MOODY RECOGNIZED FOR 200+ DATES W/MEM TEAM. He encouraged members to join and participate. Cmndnt
Webb noted that the MemTm is “front I|ine” of Det. 993
YOUNG MARINES: James Schaeffer (Y.M.Cmndnt) reports that three adults and three youth are now registered. Needs funding.
Much back-and-forth discussion during which membership was very open to supporting J.S.&Y.M. Steve Head (USMC Sgt/Maj
(Ret.) motioned $1,500.00. Seconded by Ray Glynn.

ABOUT 1945. Meeting adjourned w/Marines Hymn and prayer led by Sgt-at-Arms Burchell, and Chpln Ray Glynn. Dismissed by
Cmndnt Webb.
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MARINE CORPSLEAGUE AUXILIARY REPORT

Here we are almost into February 201 Auxiliary calendar is beginning
fill up already for the year.

Since we are blessed to have a growing Auxiliary and many new enthu
members, we are able to do more for our community and our Marines.

In March we are having a blood drive at the Marine Corps Reserv.Uni

Leonard Wood will be coming down to do the honors and we are hoping for a record tuf

out! Doc Ramos said that the blood that is donated should be to our troops in Irag and
stan, 4 to 5 days after Ft. Leonard Wood collects the blood!

We are planning on two fundraisers, one
both in the planning stages.

We plan to visit our Vets at Mt. Vernon at least quarterly.

OOHRAMH, our Marine Corps Reserve Unit will be coming home within Weekse so than}
ful for their service and sacrifice and that they will be coming home free from any majol
or deaths.Thank you 3/24 Weapons Company for your service!

We are the home of the FREE because of the Brave! God Bless our Marines, our coun
families!

Mary Lou Webb
President
SW MO Marine Corps League Auxiliary
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The Show-Me News Staff welcomes your suggestions, and encourages submissions of stories, and events
which Detachment members would find appropriate. We also need photographs. Especially of Detachment
events as they document what we are doing in our communities. Email them to: ekflores@sbcglobal.net.

Reminder that the newsletter is being emailed upon completion. Starting in January, paper black & white cop-
ies of the newsletter will only be mailed to members who do not have email. If you would like to receive the
newsletter by email. Send me a note to: EKFLORES@SBCGLOBAL.NET. Along with being emailed, full
color versions of the newsletter can also be found on the Detachment website: WWW.MLCDET993.0RG

Thanks for the positive feedback on the news|
it informative, entertaining and aware of Detachment happenings.

ett
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BIBS FOR VETS BY CARL G. PYPER

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

As many of you know, our fellow Marine, Ray Glynn, is a man of many initiatives and projects in ser-
vice to Marines and their families in time(s) of need. One of his project is to scour motels for

funserviceabled towel s. He makes coll ections
turning the towels into useful ©bibs. The bib
use.

Ray Glynn has asked for the help of Detachment members in keeping the supply of towels-for-bibs
going. Please stop by motels in our areas, and ask for donations of unserviceable towels. Ray will
gladly pick them up during his travels throughout the city.

Eddie Flores asked me to stop by and get a picture of one of the vets making use of a bib. | knew it
would be a good thing, but we got a bonus to boot.

You see, former ABuck Sergean
his bib and, better yet, topped off with a handsome USMC ball
cap. Sgt. Owens reports that he joined the Marine Corps, and
attained his rank whentheE-4 pay grade was
served until 1960, as an fA03,
things got really hot). He originally joined in 1955, and

Asurvivedo his recruit traini
asked me if | wanted his rifl
want his service number ? n1l5

After serving in the Marines, he came back home and worked at
Zenith as a T.V. repairman until it closed. Then he went to work
as a propane truck driver for Garrett Propane in Springfield,
staying with that job 25 year
youbdbd stayed in the Marine Co
was enough. o

2010/01/20 17:02

Sgt. Owens is a stroke patient (left side) and needs a wheel-

chair, but does his AP.T.0 ev
specified distance down the passageway. He is originally from
Mt . Vernon. ltds wonderful that he has such
excellent care; right in his hometown. Pl us,

might spill.

Come to think of it, maybe | otta hit Ray or Mrs. Glynn up for a towel for myself. | get pretty sloppy
with my spaghetti.

N 4
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Mark your Calendars:

Fun at Camp Clark

Over the weekend of April 16-18, Marine Corps enlistees from MO, AR, and OK
will be participating in a weekend of fun and games at Camp Clark in Nevada, MO.
Last year, we were asked to help prepare the Saturday evening meal of burgers,
beans and all the fixin’”s. This ye:
comes available, SSGT Thompson from the local recruiters office, will update the
Detachment on how our assistance will be needed.

Detachment Memorial Service

On the evening of April 23, we will hold our 2nd Annual Memorial Service to rec-
ognize fallen Marines. This service will be followed by a potluck dinner. Additional
information regarding this service will discussed at the up coming detachment meet-
ings and will be included in the next newsletter.

Detachment Officers Needed

SRvC Tom Spears is looking for a few good men to fill the Detachment Officer Billets. Should you be inter-

TO PLEASE

SIGN IN

—

ested in serving in any of the posts found on the first page of this newsletter, please let him know.

Baseball Season

With Spring almost here, baseball season must be getting ready to start. If you are interested in participating

in the Springfield Cardinals Concession Stand this season, please Bill Webb.

Do you own your business?

In the April issue of the Show-Me News, we will be featuring businesses owned by our

members. To be included in this feature please send the following to:
ekflores@sbcglobal.net or call Eddie Flores at 417-883-1895

Member Name

Business Name

Service Offered

Address and Hours of Operation
Contact Information
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BOOT CAMP & TRAINING FOR WAR
FIRST IN A SERIES OF EIGHT
CONDENSED FROM ROGEREMDRIEROFIWMHEY ' S

S

Editor.” s Rbwogter Rainey’s story i s t h elenglaniotéon pica
tures are made. Prospective readers should prepare themselves adventure, excitement, and inspiration.

A few months ago, I asked Roger to share an experience or two from his time in the Corps during WWIL.
At a following meeting, he presented me with a copy of his memoir completed in 1999. Iread it, and was
baffled by the length, details, and treasure of first-hand accounts of his part in historical actions. However,
it was obviously much to long for pubhshlng in a single issue of SHOWME NEWS.I decided to condense
and “sharpen up’ Roger’ s historical account
seven parts and planned for publishing in SHOWME NEWSover as many months. I have done my best to

note.
In the reading, I discovered that Roger and I hold a lot in common by way of our service in the Ma-
rines...even though he enlisted in the year that [ was born, and my first entry into the Corps was in 1967. In

l ight of our “commonality,” the final part o

Thank you, Cpl. Rainey, for your service to Corps and Country, and for preserving your story.

How I Got Into This Thing. In May of 1943, Roger Rainey was 17 years old, and still in high school, when
he went to the courthouse in Springfield to take Army Air Corps exams. He passed, and was ordered for a
physical exam at the bustling Camp Crowder close to Neosho. Blood pressure readings above acceptable
limits resulted in his rejection for further consideration for the Air Corps. In July, after graduating from
high school and reaching age 18, Roger was drafted into the U.S. Marine Corps, with orders to MCRD, San
Diego.

hadn’t any serious preparation for what

i
be true to Roger’s original, wusing direct u|

It was his first time Roger had traveled any distance from his hometown of Ozark, Missouri, and he V\I

helper and shoeshine boy in a barber shop; then projectionist in the movie theatre. He and his fellow re-
cruits made their way across country by train, eating meals in dining cars, or Harvey House and other res-
taurants along the way. They arrived at the Recruit Depot in the middle of the night, expecting to go to
bed. But the boys were hustled into processing to receive clothing, rifles, buckets, cots, sea bags, off to tent
city, and some welcome sleep.

About two hours later, reveille sounded for their first full day of seven weeks recruit training. From
the quantity and quality of breakfast, Roger
and non-stop; drill, bayonet practice, calisthenics, running, squad exercises, clean weapons, daily scrub-
wash clothing standing at washing tables, obstacle course, weapons firing. Everyone had to swim the
length of in the indoor pool (about 25 yards) to graduate. Swimming qualification was a one-time event.
All recruits were ordered into the deep end of the pool (whether they could swim or not). Being carefully
monitored by lifeguards, both swimmers and non-swimmers made it from one end to the other.

Gas training included both tear gas and deadly chlorine gas. Week seven was rifle qualification,
after which they were no | onger considered
platoon marched in unison, looking sharp, and wondering how they could have ever looked as bad as the
units just starting their training cycles. On graduation day there was a parade with band music, after which
orders for MOS and units were posted. Although boot camp had its ordeals, no challenge was beyond
Roger’' s capabilities. He didn’t care much f
enjoyed his outstanding physical condition to show for it.

boo:
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BOOT CAMP & TRAINING FORWAR Cont 0 d:

up in the back of a truck, got on, and headed for the aircraft carrier USS Langley. The ship was totally
loaded with aircraft, sailors, and Marines, with no places for Marines to sleep...except on deck, or in racks
vacated by sailors on duty.
He arrived at Pearl Harbor on Christmas Day 1943, and saw his first shocking evidence of war. The
structures of several battleships the Japanese had sunk were looming out from the water. As a member of
the 36th Replacement Battalion, Roger had a two or three-week wait in a tent city outside Honolulu. He |
was kept busy on working parties. Eventually he was ordered to H&S Company, Eighth Marines, Second
Division, based on the big island of Hawaii. |
His job was to keep the books of all|l equi
chine guns, mortars, bayonets, etc. In combat situations, his job would be to help supply the line compa-
nies with ammo, food, water, and all other supplies. Several Marines present were veterans of Guadalcanal
and Tarawa and had contracted malaria. From time to time they would suffer recurrences of fever and be-
come very ill for a few days. |
For entertainment one night, first getting themselves good and drunk, a few Marines got together in
a tent and emptied the power from several 30 cal. rounds. The idea was to push empty casings into bars of |

Over The Seas Let’ s Go -hdbepostrecruitAibettyeRoger thew his edbiagn g|

soap then, taking aim at paper airplanes dangled by strings from sticks, try to hit their targets with globs of
soap set off by striking the casing primer. This resulted in soap globs all over the inside roof of their
tent...and the soon-after transfer of such Marines out of the unit to somewhere-or-other.

A few weeks before he was to board for the South Pacific, Roger got word from the chaplain that
his father had died. The funeral was over and done with before he had received the news. Leave in such
cases was not permitted under the military circumstances. He could not go home, and was very lonely and
dejected.

Ship-to-shore exercises were conducted along the beaches of Maui. For members of H&S Com-
pany, it was climbing down cargo nets into landing craft. Training can be dangerous. The Division suf-
fered 29 casualties when three LCP’'s washed
they put into Pearl Harbor for about a week of loading and forming a convoy. The work went on for 24
hours. On May 21%,sixfully-l oaded LST's blew up and burned.

and equi pment were | ost except five AMTRAC’ s
tery...although Roger made a personal comment that he has seen a report about the remains of a Japanese
mini-s ubmari ne being recently found in the are
With the explosion, the amphibious force had already lost six ships and 195 men, when it started for the
combat area on May 25" |
Thanks to Carl Pyper who has prepared this feature for your enjoyment. |
Part 2 will be included in the March 2010 editions of the Show-Me News |

pme |
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AID LEADER, MARINE JOIN TO HELP HAITIANS By Phillip O'Connor ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

LEOGANE, Haiti 0 Pat Bradley stood on a rocky beach and stared at tons of packaged food and fresh
water. Just a few miles away, people were starving. He wandered past pallet after pallet, stacked head high
with precious commaodities, enough to help thousands. He knew that more aid would be pouring ashore in
coming days. He shook his head in disbelief. "How are we going to get this out?" he said. Beside him
walked a frustrated U.S. Marine. -

For more than a week, Gunnery Sgt. Joshua Wruble and his men had been upset by how slow the United
Nations had been in distributing American relief supplies to Haitians in desperate need. The Marines felt
helpless. They were ordered not to hand out the food themselves. Instead, the aid was to be delivered under
the auspices of the U.N., part of an effort to help build the organization's credibility among the Haitian peo-
ple. To Wruble and the 140 other men of Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines, part of the 22nd Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit, the delays just didn't seem right.

He removed his everpresent wraparound sunglasses. The clean skin behind them stood in sharp contrast
against the rest of his sunrbaked, dirt-caked face; the 33year-old Fort Lauderdale native looked like a rac-
coon. The tough-talking Gunny stared at all the goods with nowhere to go, then turned to Bradley. In an
unfamiliar, almost pleading voice, he asked, "Can you do it, Pat?"

Bradley had been through so much since he had arrived two weeks before. He had pulled off what
he considered one small miracle, bringing aid to a destroyed orphanage that no one had reached. Could he
do it again, except bigger this time?

CRISIS AID

Bradley, 55, of Oakville, has responded to humanitarian disasters around the world since he estab-
lished International Crisis Aid in St. Louis eight years ago. After a few frustrating days trying to get into
Haiti, he finally arrived in Port -au-Prince late on the night of Jan. 19. Then, he had difficulty reaching an
area that hadn't been reached by other relief crewsd his specialty.

Finally, he made it to Leogane, a district of 200,000 people about 18 miles down the coast from Port
-au-Prince. Aid and relief workers had poured into the capital city, but Leogane remained largely ignored,
despite being the epicenter of the quake. Government officials estimated as much as 90 percent of the
structures in Leogane were destroyed, and tens of thousands perished.

Far off a main road, Bradley discovered an orphanage. Its threestory dormitory and sanctuary had
collapsed, and 85 hungry children were forced to sleep on open ground. He promised to help but had no
idea where he would get the food, water and building materials the orphans so desperately needed.

Meanwhile, Wruble was facing his own frustrations. Kilo Company had flown from Navy ships into
Leogane on Jan. 19 aboard CH53 Super Stallion helicopters. Their orders were to support the U.N. in wa-
ter and food distribution. The infantry unit set up a landing zone in a cow pasture and dubbed it Mon-
goose.

Almost immediately, helicopters began ferrying in humanitarian supplies from the aircraft carrier Carl Vin-
son and amphibious assault ship Bataan. But it would be nearly 30 hours before the first U.N. truck showed
up, even though the U.N. base was less than a mile away. It would be an additional 24 hours before the sec-
ond arrived. Soon, aid was piling up at the landing zone.

Morale only got worse when Marines began to hear rumors that U.N. officials were selling the aid on
the black market and showing favoritism to certain groups at distribution sites.

"For all the power the United States Marine Corps brings to bear, we remained unable to get the
supplies to the people who needed it most," Wruble said. "For the first time in my 16 years, | began to ques-
tion our ability to accomplish our assigned mission."

The Marines were three days in when fate intervened in the form of Bradley and Dennis Russell, a
suburban Atlanta pastor who had teamed with Bradley to make the trip. Bradley and Russell arrived at the
landing zone in search of food, water and material to shelter the children at the orphanage.

A partnership was formed. The Marines gave Bradley the food and water he needed for the orphan-
age. In turn, for more than a week, Bradley and Russell went to the landing zone three or four times a day.
They loaded rented trucks, then distributed the food to orphanages and villages.


mailto:poconnor@post-dispatch.com%20
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During the next eight days, the pair delivered 38,000 gallons of purified and bottled water and 5,506 cases of
food, enough to feed 66,000 people. In the same time frame, the U.N., with armed Sri Lankan soldiers to pro-
vide security, managed to distribute only 632 cases of food from the landing zone.The Marines quickly as-
signed the pair a nickname: "Two men and a truck." Meanwhile, Bradley's mission was taking shape
back at the orphanage. It began when the Marines and the U.N. supplied food, water, powered milk and blan-
kets. After Bradley met several times with Canadian officials, medics from Canada showed up to treat the chil-
dren. Soon after, Canadian sailors from the destroyer Athabaskan arrived by bus. They cleared trash and de-
bris from the site, and built three wood -framed dormitories.

"It is hard work, it is hot work and it is very rewarding work," Lt. Commander Terry Moore said. A few
days later, a Canadian Army engineer showed up and surveyed the scene. Not long after, heavy equipment ar-
rived to haul away the rubble of the collapsed buildings.

"God is good," Bradley said.

BIGGER CHALLENGE

After the success at the landing zone, Kilo Company pulled out of the area and relocated along the
beach, where its amphibious vehicles could ferry more supplies to the island. As Bradley and Wruble surveyed
the scene, they knew they faced a larger version of the backlog at the landing zone.

Using the same strategy as before, Bradley and Russell took on the challenge. They began delivering
hundreds of pallets of food to orphanages and villages. Within three days, the pair had emptied the vast ma-
jority of the inventory & 8,224 cases, enough to feed almost 100,000 people. By then, the Marines were told
that they could begin directly distributing supplies to locals.

"Had it not been for Pat and Dennis, the Marines' success in this area would have been significantly
reduced," Wruble said. On Wednesday, the U.S. ambassador, American military commanders as well as
the U.N. and U.S. Agency for International Development officials in charge of Haiti met with Bradley and the
Marines in a tent not far from Landing Zone Mongoose. The officials were impressed by how quickly the Ma-
rines had covered so much ground and maintained control. They also singled out the work of Bradley's group.

His partnership with the Marines served as a blueprint for distribution in the devastated region. By
making smaller-scale, planned deliveries, Bradley had been able to avoid the violence breaking out at some
large distribution sites operated by the U.N. and others. And he had done it without armed security or razor
wire to hold back crowds. "They figured out doing it the way we were was the most effective way," Bradley
said.

As the meeting broke up, Air Force General Duncan McNabb, head of U.S. Transportation Command at Scott
Air Force Base, approached Bradley and slipped a haHdollar size coin into his hand. Commanders often pre-
sent such custom-minted coins for a job well done.

"Without God's hand none of this would have come about the way it's come about," Bradley said. "To
get the amount of people fed in that short of a time period, | don't know how to describe it other than God is
blessing this work."

APPRECIATION

Exhausted yet exhilarated, Bradley said Americans should know that the Haitians are grateful for the
aid they are receiving. They aren't looking for handouts, but for help restarting their lives. "They're not going
to be able to do it on their own and not without a significant amount of help," he said before heading back to
St. Louis. He arrived home Saturday.

Wruble has encouraged Bradley and Russell to keep working in Haiti, so they could set an example for
other humanitarian groups. He even teased Bradley about joining the Corps. "Our ability to bring the re-
sources ashore and provide the necessary security, coupled with your complete devotion to an efficient, honest
and timely distribution has saved thousands of lives," Wruble said in a letter to Bradley.

How had Bradley done it ? How was it possible? With only two workers and a handful of Haitians.
Wruble could offer only one explanation. "Nothing short of a miracle."

This story is reprinted with permission from the St Louis Post -Dispatch
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Southwest Missouri Detachment 993
4319 S National #313

Springfield MO 65810-2607
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If you have served honorably in the United States Marine Corps for a period of at least 90 days,

you are eligible for membership in the Marine Corps League. The normal dues for membership

are $30.00 per year. Life memberships are also available. Prices for life membership are based
on the age of the Member. Memberships are also available to Navy Corpsmen who served with
Marine Corps units.

If you are interested in becoming a member please let us know by filling in the information below:

Last Name:
First Name:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

If you would like us to contact you please give us a date and time that you can be conveniently
reached. We want all Marines to feel welcome.



