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From the Commandant 

We are expecting a great turnout for 

the Christmas Party at the Golden  

Corral across from Lowes. I  hope 

everyone can make it.  Dinner is pro-

vided by the Detachment.  We had a 

lot of help for the Toys for Tots stand 

at Bass Pro Shops and collected nearly 

$1000 the first weekend.  Great job! 

 This time of year I remember 

my Christmas in Viet Nam.  We were 

fighting around the DMZ and they 

brought our Platoon to the Helicopter 

Carrier Valley Forge for Christmas 

dinner and an evening not under fire.  

Most all of us attended Christmas ser-

vice which was held in the hanger 

deck.  The sound of all those guys 

singing Silent Night is a sound I will 

never forget. 

 Our Marines are in harms way 

again this Christmas.  While Iôm glad 

itôs not me over there, I can really feel 

for those guys and gals away from 

family and friends this time of year.  I 

hope youôll all join me in a prayer for 

them. 

 My wife Mary Lou got off 

1400 stockings to the Marines in Iraq 

and Afghanistan.  She got a lot of help 

from the Auxiliary and so many other 

patriots and organizations in the area.  

Mary Lou, with  help from WEAPNS 

3/24 Marines, got them to the Post Of-

fice in plenty of time to arrive before 

Christmas.  Iôm really proud of her 

and the Ladies Auxiliary. 

 We have another update from 

Major Johnson. Itôs really great that he 

thinks enough of us to keep us up-

dated.  He wants to hear from us so 

send him an email when you get the 

chance. Shannon.Johnson@aa.mnf-

wiraq.usmc.mil 

 

I hope to see you all on the 10th at 

Golden Corral. If you canôt make it, 

Iôll take this opportunity to wish you 

and yours a Very Merry Christmas 

from the Webbs. 

 

Semper Fi, 

 

Bill Webb 

Commandant Det. 993 

 

 

 

±C² оплп ω ммос 9Φ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎΣ {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΣ ah срумл-2607 
bŜȄǘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ω мп Wŀƴ нлмл ω {ŜŎƻƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
aǳǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ муллƘǊǎ ω  aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ  мфлл ƘǊǎ 

Mailing address:  SWMO Det #993 Marine Corps League, 4319 South National #313 , Springfield, MO 65810-2607 

mailto:Shannon.Johnson@aa.mnf-wiraq.usmc.mil
mailto:Shannon.Johnson@aa.mnf-wiraq.usmc.mil


CHAPLAIN REPORT 
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Chaplain Ray Glynn reports the following local Fallen Ma-
rines and Navy during the month of November 2009.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the families of:  

 

 10/29   Monte Shackelford;   76;   US Navy;   Carthage Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting 
Navy on 11/5.  
  
11/5   Marvin Gentry;   84;   US Navy WW II:   Billings Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting 

Navy on 11/09.  
  
10/30   Robert B Green Jr.;   63;   US Marine Corps;   Springfield Missouri;   Laid to rest on  
11/1 -No League involvement.   

 

11/8   Louis L. Young;   74;   US Navy retired;   Springfield Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team as-

sisting Navy on 11/12.  
  
11/6   Walter D. Atwood;   51;   US Navy;   Springfield Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting 
Navy on 11/19.  
  
11/15   James Quinn;   83;   US Navy WW II;   Strafford Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assist-
ing Navy on 11/19.  

  
11/11   Clay Sapp;   50;   US Navy retired;   Mt. Vernon Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assist-
ing Navy on 11/20;   Cass Schreib officiating.  
  
11/19   Joe D. Highfill;   76;   US Navy WW II;   Springfield Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team as-
sisting Navy on 11/23.  

  

11/14   James Burris;   72;   US Navy;   Springfield Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting 
Navy on 11/30.  
  
11/25   Charles Preston Burgess Jr.;   US Marine Corps Viet Nam;   Springfield Missouri;    
"A Marines's Marine";   Final tribute paid by I & I   Staff  on  11/30 -No League involvement.  
  

11/26   Bobby Solomon;   86;   US Navy;   Springfield Missouri;   Final tribute paid by Honor team assisting 
Navy on 11/30.  

 Mt. Vernon Visit 

  

Last month's visit to Mt. Vernon took on a very special meaning for both me and our group of vet-
eran's, the surprise visit of a great couple of guys going with me.   Don Burchell called me early Satur-
day morning and said "Don't leave without me, I'm on the way."   It was a boost to me having someone 
to talk to.   Upon arrival at the home, we were greatly pleased to see Carl Pyper waiting for us.  

 Once we started on our visit we immediately came upon Michael Pennington most eager to see 

us and we spent some time with him.   My first scheduled stop is most always Mrs. Betty Stewart, a real 
sweetheart and always my best source of information.   The guys took the opportunity to relate to most 
of the residents and Carl expressed his desire to return and hold some lengthy conversations with sev-
eral Marines that greatly impressed him.   Thank you guys, you may not know how much  of a differ-
ence the giving of your time made to our veteranôs.        
 Our December visit will be coordinated with our Ladies Auxiliary on the 11th to hold a Christ-

mas Party.            

 If your treasure is on earth, you will leave it; if it is in heaven, you will receive it.  

May God Bless You All,                

Ray Glynn  Chaplain  
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Detachment Events Calendar 

January 02 

Mt Vernonôs Veteranôs Home Visit 

1200 hrs 

Contact: Chaplain Ray Glynn 

Phone:(417)890-9912 
 

January 09      

Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield     
0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast  
All members welcome to attend  
Contact: Commandant Webb   
Phone: (417)773-5087   
   

January 14      

Detachment Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield 
1900 hrs, 1800 hrs for Social Hour 
Contact: Commandant Webb 
Phone: (417) 773-5087 
 
January 30 
Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield     
0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast  
All members welcome to attend  
Contact: Commandant Webb   
Phone: (417)773-5087 
 
February 06 
Mt Vernonôs Veteranôs Home Visit 

1200 hrs 

Contact: Chaplain Ray Glynn 

Phone:(417)890-9912 

 
Check the website for an updated  

Calendar of Events:  
MCLDET993.ORG 

February 11     

Detachment Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield 
1900 hrs, 1800 hrs for Social Hour 
Contact: Commandant Webb 
Phone: (417) 773-5087 
 
February 27      

Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield      
0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast  
All members welcome to attend  
Contact: Commandant Webb   
Phone: (417)773-5087  

 

March 02 

Mt Vernonôs Veteranôs Home Visit 

1200 hrs 

Contact: Chaplain Ray Glynn 

Phone:(417)890-9912 
 

March 11      

Detachment Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield 
1900 hrs, 1800 hrs for Social Hour 
Contact: Commandant Webb 
Phone: (417) 773-5087 
 
March 27 
Detachment Officers Meeting at VFW 3404 
1136 East Atlantic, Springfield      
0900 hrs, 0800 hrs Breakfast  
All members welcome to attend  
Contact: Commandant Webb   
Phone: (417)773-5087 
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The remaining 39 boxes of Operation Santa left my garage and then the post office today!  YEAH!!!!   With the help of two Marines 

of course!  There were a total of 80 boxes sent from Operation Santa to our deployed Marines in harm's way in both Iraq and Af-

ghanistan.  The total amount of freight for these 80 boxes was $4039.10!!!!  Now that is a LOT OF FREIGHT!  The good news is I 

had the money to pay for it!!!  It took exactly two hours to ship everything.   

 

There are no words to express my gratitude to each and every one of you for all of your help and dedication in putting Operation 

Santa together and getting it shipped to our Marine Heroes.  I could never do this without ALL OF YOU! 

 

Doug Magditch from KSPR TV happened to be at the post office today when we were shipping all of these boxes.  He is doing a 

news story on Operation Santa on KSPR TV as it gets closer to the holidays.  I will try to keep you all posted on when it will 

aire.  He was at one of our packing parties for about 30 minutes filming and interviewing.  He has made me promise not to open any 

mail I receive from our Marines so he can come by and interview me while I open the mail.  I told him he just wants to see me cry! 

ha 

 

I plan to do a newsletter in Jauary like last year and I am going to write an article for the News Leader as a thank you to our commu-

nity for all that has been donated.   

 

Again, thank you to each and every one of you and Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

May I also be the first to wish you a Blessed Merry Christmas to you and your families. 

 

With heartfelt gratitude, 

 

Mary Lou 

Proud Marine Mom and Wife 

OPERATION SANTA UPDATE  

RECOGNITION ON JOB WELL DONE BY MARY LOU WEBB 

AND DET 993 LADIES AUXILIARY ON OPERATION SANTA  

Congratulations to all the Operation Santa volunteers for such a huge successful project and outreach.  And a special thank you to 

you all and to Mary Lou, the Missouri Operation Santa Coordinator.   

 

Mary Lou you are amazing and our US Marines love you. I hope that next year I can be there for the big day!!!  You truly make a 

difference for so many. 

 

Connie Riecke 

Founder and Director of Operation Santa 

Founder and Director, Marine Corps Family Foundation 

The results of our Bass Pro Shop Toys for Tots effort are in.   

First Weekend $964. Second weekend $1,191 Total raised $2,155. 

 

Great work Marines, this will buy a lot of toys. 

 

Bill Webb 



 

A MESSAGE FROM THE  

Sergeant Major, Task Force MP, 3/24  
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UNCLASSIFIED 

 

Dear Mr Webb and members of Marine Corps League Detachment 993 and Ladies Auxiliary, 

 

On behalf of the Commanding Officer and myself, I would like to thank you for the support your Detachment 

is providing to our Marines and Sailors here during this Christmas Season.  For many of the battalion, this is 

not their first tour to Iraq.  For nearly half however, this is their first deployment, and for some the first time 

they have really been away from home for any extended period of time, let alone over the Holidays.  

 

Your little bags of cheer are bringing more joy and raising the morale more than you may know.  There were 

even enough for me to receive a pair of sox and a stocking full of goodies.  God bless you all. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

SgtMaj Peck 

 

S. C. Peck 

Sergeant Major 

Task Force MP, (3/24) 

Al Asad, Iraq 

 

UNCLASSIFIED 


